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284 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF [1877. 



September 4. 

The President, Dr. Ruschenberqer, in the chair. 

Fifteen members present. 

On the Bed-bug and its Allies. — Prof. Leidt remarked that it 
was commonly supposed that the swallow, pigeon, and bat were 
infested with the bed-bug, and that those animals introduced the 
insect into houses. Packard (Guide to Study of Insects, 551) 
observes that the bed-bug " lives as a parasite on the domestic 
birds;" and adds that a gentleman informed him "that he has 
found a nest of swallows on a court-house in Iowa swarming with 
bed-bugs." Westwood (Introd. ii. 475, note,) says it is certain 
that bed-bugs " swarm in the American timber employed in the 
construction of new houses." " In the western part of our coun- 
try," continued Prof. L., "I frequently heard that bed-bugs were 
to be found at any time beneath the bark of the cotton wood and 
the pine. In these positions I never found one, nor have I ever 
found the insect except in the too familiar proximity of man. 
Recently, when in the West, while watching some cliff swallows 
passing in and out of their retort-shaped mud nests, built under 
the eaves of a house, I was told that these nests swarmed with 
bed-bugs, and that usually people would not allow the birds to 
build in such places, because they introduced bed-bugs into the 
houses. Having collected a number of the bugs, as well as others 
from the interior of the house, specimens of both of which are 
submitted to the examination of the members, I found that while 
the latter are true bed-bugs, Cimex leclularius, the former are of 
a different species, the C. hirundinis. The bugs infesting the bat 
and pigeon have likewise been recognized as a peculiar species, with 
the name of G. pipistrelli, and G. columbarius." Prof. L. further 
noticed that the habit of the G. hirundinis was similar to that of 
G. lectularius in the circumstance that the bugs during the day- 
time would secrete themselves in crevices of the boards away 
from the nests. After sunset he had observed the bugs leave 
their hiding-places and make their way to the nests. From these 
observations it would appear as if the peculiar bugs of the animals 
mentioned did not reciprocally infest their hosts. 

On the Growth of Cocculus Indicus. — Mr. Ryder remarked that 
the termini of the branches of Gocculus indicus, as observed in the 
Horticultural Hall in Fairmount Park, were coiled to the left 
about objects that came within reach. These terminal coils, which 
simulated tendrils in form, would, if straightened out, measure 6 
to 8 inches in length. The buds upon them appeared to be 
aborted or rudimentary, and as soon as the coil was securely 



